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ERRATUM

Page 4 — caption for back cover should read:

Back cover: R. johnstoneanum, a winner (Class 1) at the Vincent
Square Flower Show (top); an unnamed Exbury hybrid at the
Main Rhododendron Show (bottom right) . . .









EDITORIAL
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PHILIP EVANS

We are fortunate to live at a time of
swift and (relatively) affordable air
travel around the world, for the asiatic
homelands of rhododendrons, camellias and
magnolias are more open to visitors now,
whether the taxonomist or the ordinary
plant lover, than for the last 50 years. This
Year Book includes ne less than four separate
accounts of plant hunting expeditions in
very different parts of the Far East, each of
them, one way or another, adding original
and interesting information to our knowl-
edge of ‘our’ genera.

Keith Rushforth’s article, which he has
updated with new information even since it
was originally completed a year ago, is part
of a sequence that records the exploration of
the rhododendron species of Vietnam. Com-
mencing with his inidal article in the 1993
Year Book, continued with the first part of
this article in 1998, it is now brought up to
date (I hesitate to say concluded) with this
1999 article. I do recommend having the
1993 and 1998 Year Books out of the book-
shelf, when reading this article, since many
of his references and attributions are to taxa
originally described in the earlier articles.

I would also comment on the article by
Dr Clifford Parks and Tiao-jiang Xiao on the
Camellias of the Upper Yangtze. Originally
Dr Parks was asked for a general piece about
his recent camellia field studies. What we
have been privileged (and I do not think that

is an ‘over statement) to receive and print, is
an original and comprehensive paper on the
taxonomic ‘detective work’ in which he and
his team at the University of North Carolina
have been engaged, for the last several years,
on the C. reticulata complex. Certainly it is a
significant article for the Year Book; perhaps
some of their conclusions will stimulate
debate.

The romance of travel and plant hunt-
ing are I think adequately counterbalanced
in this edition of the Year Book by a number
of informative articles on various aspects of
cultivation. As a matter of interest, when Ted
Millais suggested two articles on contem-
porary methods of rhododendron propaga-
tion, commencing with growing from seed, 1
quickly checked this prosaic sounding sub-
ject in the new Composite Index. To my sur-
prise, while there was, of course, a
symposium of different members’ methods
in 1996, the lasc full article on the subject
seems to have been as long ago as 1972, 27
years ago.

I would, in conclusion, like to draw
attention to the Editorial Subcommirtee,
which may sometimes be overlooked appear-
ing, as it does, in very small print opposite
the Contents page. Its members, Maurice
and Rosemary Foster and Brian Wright,
have been very supportive of this Editor with
advice and ideas over the last two years, and
I am most grateful to them.


























































































































































































































































































































